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cians and astrologers, that they had secret commu-
nication with their gods, and that they received
all the knowledge with which they were inspired,
and in which they so much excelled the rest of
mankind, from the several deities which they wor-
shipped. I will not deny but that those magicians
might endeavour by many subtilties and arts, to
confirm and preserve the delusion (for they knew
it to be so) in the minds of the people; that they
might also work up the veneration of the deluded
multitude to a due height, and preserve the opinion
both of their persons and of their capacities ; and
this perhaps will appear, when further inquired
into, to be the foundation of all the wicked things
which followed, as I shall demonstrate in its order.
It was really a temptation to those wise men, as
they were called, to see that the world had a vast
opinion of them ; while the world was blind, and, in
the infancy of their own understanding, a little
matter would impose upon them ; but in process of
things the world grew wiser, and the light of nature
began to receive illuminations from the light of
reason, and then it behoved the wise men to see
that their knowledge also increased in proportion;
for still they were obliged to keep the reputation of
their understandings, by passing from one study to
another, and aspiring still higher and higher in
their several classes of improvement.

Now this it was easy to do, in all those early
days of knowledge. Nay, they had a thousand
years before them still, in which a moderate com-
petence of acquired knowledge would keep up their
characters; what course was taken afterwards, we
shall see by and by.

To sum it up then in few words ; a magician in
the first ages of the world was nothing more or
less than a man of learning; only you must take
this with you as you go, that by the word learning